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More than а decade has passed since Prof. Dr.Кiyoshi НАRА, President of КоЬе University of 
Merchantile Marine, and humЫy myself started our around-the-world joumey to visit Maritime 
Universities of Excellence of the World in August 1999 to discuss and encourage our colleague 
universities to participate in the then extremely innovative and amЬitious campaign of initiating IAМU, 
with the very generous sponsorship ofthe Nippon Foundation. 

Two Founding Universities (IТUMF, KUMM) and five Representative Universities (AAST-MT, АМС, 
ММА, CARDIFF, WMU) one from each Continent to effectively cover the World and NF, all devoted to 
excellence and innovation in МЕТ gathered in Istanbul in November 1999 for the Preparatory Meeting to 
design the original BASIC AGREEМENT ofIAМU. 

Globalisation, standardization, quality assessment in МЕТ leading to Maritime Safety and Environmental 
Protection, promotion of safety management systems, utilising scientific and academic approach had been 
some of the Keywords of the Association working out the Basic Agreement. 

It was my great honour and privilege to Ье elected as the Founding Chair of the Association, and the 
memoraЬly fruitful Preparatory Meeting put IТUMF in the position to host the Inaugural General 
AssemЬly of IAMU at Istanbul in June 2000 with the attendance of 24 Universities from 16 Countries, 
and the N ippon F oundation. 

The Goals of the Association in the Original Basic Agreement were then summarised as the scientific and 
academic approach to: 

- The new comprehensive and objective МЕТ system for the next generation; 

- Maritime Safety Management System and the new framework of the Intemational Maritime 
Society; 

- The near uniformity in 'Undergraduate Curricula' and 'Intemational Certification Systems' for 
Competancy. 

I also vividly recall, as the Founding Chair of IAMU; humЬly recommending some of ту O\vn, personal 
ideas as then possiЫe future IAMU Project Proposals, which were 

- IAMU as an NGO at IMO; 
- IAMU as а Registration Authority; 
- IAMU as а Training Provider and IAMU Model Courses; 
- IAMU Research and Development Facility Activities; 
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ーIAMUasaSeafarersExaminationCenter；

rIAMUasaSeafhrersLanguageExaminationCenter；

－IAMUGraduateSchool；

－IAMUCenterofExcellence；

－IAMUCompendiumofMaritimeInstitutions；

」AMUMaritimeEducationalTrainingAwards；

一王AMURegularPublicationsinCitationIndex．

Iam so proud and delightedtowitness duringthelast decade，Whilereachingto a membership of

51Universities録omtheGlobe，IAMUachievedmuchmorethantheoriginallytargetedgoalsofthe

Association，themostimportantofall，havingbeengrantedanNGOConsultativeStatusatIMO，aClear

indicationoftherecognitionofIAMU’Scontributionstowardsenhancementofthequaiityandstandards

OfMETthroughouttheworld．

iwouldliketoutilisethisopportunitytofullheartedlyconveymyutmostindebtednesstoDr．Sasakawa，

andMadamSono；ChairpersonsofNipponFoundationandHonoraryChairsofIAMU；Mr．Terashima

andMr．Nagamitsu；ExecutiveDirectorsofNFfbrbelievlnglnuSandsupportingthegoodcauseof

IAMUthroughoutthelastdecade．

Ibelieveitwi11alsobemostloyaltocommemorateatthisstageallFoundingOmcersofIAMU，qultea

numberofwhomarenotwithintheAssociationtoday．Thus，IliketoextendmysinceregratitutetoPro£

Dr．HaraofKUMM，PresidentTylerofMMA，Dr．LaubsteinandPro£Dr．ZadeofWMU，Dr．Moukhtar

OfAAST－MT，Dr．OtwayofAMC，ProtDr．InoueofKUMMandMr．YamamotoofITUMFandall

OtherdistinguishedmembersofIAMUwhohadbeenthedrivingforceandmastermindsofthewhole

AssociationduringtheInaugurationPeriod．

IamalsoutmostgratefultoH侶MadamAtsukoToyama，thenAmbassadorofJapantoTurkey，1ater

Minister ofJapan丘）r Education，Culture，and Sports who also gave vast support，guidance and

encouragementtotheestablishmentoftheAssociationduringtheembryoticstages．

Ithasbeenagreathonour，Privilege，andheartfbltnostalgybrmetobeinvitedtoglVeOneOftheKey

Note SpeachesatIAMUAGAlO，andthus conveylngmyCOngratulatoryMessagein Persononthe

occasionofthelOthAnniversaryoflAMU・

ThenextdecadewillpermittheIAMUMembershipandthehtemationalExecutiveBoardtodevelopthe

AssociationroadmapfbrtheXXICentury・Thatcertainlyisourchallenge，andnrmlycarrylngthebelief

thatitwi11bemorethansuccessfu1，itwiilleavealegacy舟omeachofusforthosewhowilljoinusinthe

nearandlongterminacommonquestforthebettermentoftheMaritimeSociety．

MaytheFutureDecadesoftheAssociationproveevenmoresuccessfu1thantheDecadethathasgoneby，

andbringyouALLandIAMUwelldeservedsuccessontheroutetoidealisetheMEToftheGlobe．
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